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We analyse the fine structure of syllogistic reasoning in terms of applications of the rules of monotonicity, 
symmetry, and existential import (van Eijck 2005b), and we develop a version of natural logic for a frag-
ment of natural language in terms of these rules (van Eijck 2005a). We will attempt to connect up to con-
crete examples of how monotonicity can explain various aspects of human reasoning competence and 
performance. In particular, we will argue that our account can explain (1) the difficulty of some syllogistic tasks; (2) 
the figural effect, namely the fact that people have a tendency to produce a conclusion whose terms (subject and 
predicate) reproduce the role which they have in the premises.

The talk will be presented by Fabian Battaglini.
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